4H                THE COLLECTED WOR&S OF MAHATMA GANDHI
It is my sad experience, however, that the Vidyapith and such
other institutions do not function well if we do not narrow down
the field of their activities, and the present limited scope of the
Vidyapith is to ensure its progress and not retard it. I assure you
that not the slightest injury will be done to those schools which
render service to the nation. The Vidyapith exists in order to foster
the educational activities which are being carried on in Gujarat.
Its present endeavours are to make all schools self-reliant and to
rid them of sluggishness and inertia. So far as this school is con-
cerned, there is no such apprehension; otherwise, I would not
have come at all today. I expect much from the students and
teachers of this school.
You have enacted a very good play dealing with sacrifice.
Luther sacrificed himself for freedom's sake. Similarly, there is
a need to risk death for the sake of the national schools, regardless
of whether one meets with death or not. We are brave at the
outset, but are always ready to abandon our pledge because we
lack faith in our work. So long as we lack such faith, we shall
be unable to make India's prestige enduring as we want to do.
The Goddess of Independence is like an angel of death* She
sits with her mouth open, inviting everyone to enter it. If we
are not prepared for this, we shall be unable to fulfil our cherished
desires. It is good for you to play, jump and make your bodies
and minds healthy, but do not forget the basic difference between
national and governmental schools. The education given at the
latter may be good, but one thing these will not give you. Even
today I proclaim loudly that those schools are fit to be aban-
doned by us. You should be determined to offer at the feet
of Mother [India] whatever art and physical prowess you acquire
in this school Patriotism should be so taught here that every
student 'should decide that, when he grows up, he will serve the
country. If you do so while adhering to truth and ahimsa, it
will include service to the family as well. I bless the children
and request the teachers to put fully into practice the ideals they
have accepted. So long as they do not do this, the children will
be unable to respond to them.
[From Gujarati]
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